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Abstract 

       The Chinese education in Malaysia is the largest Chinese education system outside  

China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. The most salient feature of the Malaysian Chinese education  

is  that  it  is  jointly  operated  by  the  Malaysian  Chinese  society  and  does  not  entirely  

subordinated under the national education system. The existence of the Malaysian Chinese  

education  is  to  against  the  state  machine  which  promotes  unitary  education  system  and  

intends to eliminate multicultural education. The movement to fight for the right of learning  

Chinese  language  (mother  tongue)  was  named  as  "Chinese  Education  Movement"  which  

insisted the educational and cultural concept of "Multicultural Coexistence".

       This study attempted to apply the "cultural hegemony" theory of Marxist scholar Antonio  

Gramsci in order to study the ways the Malaysian Chinese education system confronted with  

the state hegemony, which insisted unitary education system, during different periods of time.  

In addition, this study also adopted Gramsci's "practical philosophy" and Ernesto Laclau and  

Chantel  Mouffe's  "articulation"  concept  to  compare  the  differences  between  Chinese  

education movement campaigning strategies,  discourse and practice during three different  

periods, in the context of the political development of the ethnic politics in Malaysia.

       The study found out that despite the "mother-tongue education is a basic human rights"  

movement of the Malaysian Chinese education system was based on the universal value of  

democracy and freedom, but due to the influences of the shackles of the ethnic politics, the  

atmosphere  of  ethnic  interaction,  the  ability  of  the  movement  organizers,  as  well  as  the  

organizational culture and structure,  the Malaysian Chinese education movement was still  

trapped within the Chinese community. It was difficult to make a breakthrough out of the  

single  sphere  of  activities  within  the  single  ethnic  society  (the  Malaysian  Chinese  

community). The connections with the non-Chinese NGOs and organizations have long been  

the weakness of the Malaysian Chinese education movement. In the movement to fight for  

mother  tongue education,  the Malaysian Chinese  education movement  rarely consolidates  

with non-Chinese groups for a strategic alliance. 

Keyword: Chinese Education Movement, Malaysia , Dong Jiao Zong, Cultural Hegemony
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